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Nadir decided to march to Qandahar via Kirman and Sistan. Since
much of the country to be traversed was desert, he gave orders for large
quantities of provisions to be sent on in advance to the various halting
places. In order to provide the necessary transport, the Government
authorities commandeered large numbers of draught animals, including
those that were conveying a consignment of the East India Co.'s wool
from Kirman to Gombroon. The Shah's agents even stopped caravans
on the roads, commandeered the animals and left by the roadside the goods
which they had been carrying.1
Before leaving Isfahan, Nadir rewarded his officers with coats of honour
and with money presents graded according to their rank, and gave each
of the rank and file 12 tomans in respect of pay and as much again as a
bonus.2 At length, after a stay of five weeks in the capital, Nadir set out
for Qandahar on the iyth Rajab, 1149 (aist November, 1736), at the
head of 80,000 men, of whom the majority were cavalry3 ; there were
large numbers of Khurasanis (including the Chamishgazak Kurds and
Giraili and Bughairi Turks), Abdalis, and a strong contingent of
Bakhtiaris. He took with him, as hostages rather than as volunteers,
several prominent Georgians, among whom were King Taimuraz, Giv
Amilakhor, and Bardzim, the Eristav of the Aragvi.4
Simultaneously with the departure from Isfahan, Pir Muhammad,
the Beglarbeg of Herat, and Asilmas Khan (otherwise known as Khan
Jan) left for Makran and Baluchistan at the head of several thousand
men, with the object of reducing to obedience Muliabbat Khan and Ilyas
Khan (otherwise known as Imtiyaz Khan), two of the sons of the late
'Abdullah Khan Brahoi. On completing that task, they were to rejoin
Nadir at Qandahar.
The Shah and the main forces reached Kirman late in December and
halted there for a few days5 ; after dispatching ckapars (mounted
messengers) to Sistan to order Fath Ali Khan Kayani (or " Sistani,"
as he was sometimes called), a son of Malik Mahmud, to join the royal
army on the borders of the province of Qandahar with the forces of
1 Gombroon Diary, i8th/2Qth August and 23rd August/srd September, 1736 and J* A. Saldanha's
Selections from State Papers, p. 49.
*K.N., p. 56.
*Fraser, p. 128 and Fars-Nama, p. 181. According to the former, fahmasp Khan Jalayir
joined Nadir shortly afterwards with another 40,000 men. Hanway (VoL IV, p. 146)
gives a similar figure, but he is in error in stating that Nadir inarched via Khurasan.
*	Vakhusht, H. de la G., VoL II, Part I, p. 132, and Sekhnia Chkheidse, H, de la G., VoL II,
Part II, p. 52.
*	Henry Savage (who had succeeded Whittwdl at Kirman} reported that he had been forced
»   to make Nadir a present to the value of 160 tomans, " the Dutch having led the way with
a more considerable one.'* (Gombroon Diary, ist/i2th January, 1737). In February, 1737,
Savage stated that " the King has sent orders to seize all the beasts again to carry Powder
and Shott and draw Cannon to Candahaj "; this, he said, would make it impossible for
him to forward any wool to Gombroon for some time.

